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Lesson 7: #Blessed – Wisdom from the Beatitudes of Jesus 

Blessed Are the Peacemakers

Text: Matthew 5:1-12 (Complete Jewish Bible) Seeing the crowds, Yeshua (Jesus) walked up the hill. After he sat down, his talmidim (disciples) came to him, 2 and he began to speak. This is what he taught them: 3 “How blessed are the poor in spirit! for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 4 “How blessed are those who mourn! for they will be comforted. 5 “How blessed are the meek! for they will inherit the Land! 6 “How blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness! for they will be filled. 7 “How blessed are those who show mercy! for they will be shown mercy. 8 “How blessed are the pure in heart! for they will see God. 9 “How blessed are those who make peace! for they will be called sons of God. 10 “How blessed are those who are persecuted because they pursue righteousness! for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 11 “How blessed you are when people insult you and persecute you and tell all kinds of vicious lies about you because you follow me! 12 Rejoice, be glad, because your reward in heaven is great — they persecuted the prophets before you in the same way.
Introduction: We have previously mentioned that with each of the beatitudes, there is a corresponding reciprocating promise in accordance with each particular virtue. 


Blessed are the poor. – Theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


Blessed are those who mourn. – They will be comforted.


Blessed are the meek. – They will inherit the earth.


Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. – They will be filled. 


Blessed are those who show mercy. – They will receive mercy.


Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

Matthew 5:9 (NKJV) Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God.
I. The Ministry of Reconciliation


A. The central intention of the gospel is to bring about peace. 

· Whenever hostilities, conflict or disputes break out between people or groups where they reach a point of impasse. A mediator is needed to bring about a resolution to the conflict and hostility.
· In marriage relationships, couples will often go to a counselor to help them resolve their conflicts or impasse. 
· In disputes between nations, an ambassador from a neutral country is often brought in to negotiate a cease-fire or peace treaty. 
· When a labor dispute breaks out between a company and a union or workforce, a mediator is often called to settle the dispute and reach a settlement. 
· Reconciliation would not be necessary or possible if there was not first a dispute, conflict or hostility. 


B. We are ambassadors of the Kingdom of God. As such, we have been delegated to implore a world at enmity with God, to be reconciled through Christ. 

· The primary ministry of peacemaking from a biblical perspective is that of restoring peace between God and man. 




2 Corinthians 5:18-21 (NLT) Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
· At the fall, the nature of sin that entered the human heart, and was subsequently passed on to all people, brought about an inherent animosity toward God within the heart of all people. 

· The sin nature within every person is hostile toward the nature and commandments of God. Human beings have a natural inborn hatred of God that came with the sin nature.




John 3:16-21 (NLT) “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him. 18 “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who does not believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son. 19 And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. 20 All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. 21 But those who do what is right come to the light so others can see that they are doing what God wants.”




Romans 3:10-12 (NLT) “No one is righteous—not even one. 11 No one is truly wise; no one is seeking God. 12 All have turned away; all have become useless. No one does good, not a single one.”




Romans 8:7-8 (NLT)  For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never did obey God’s laws, and it never will. 8 That’s why those who are still under the control of their sinful nature can never please God.




(NKJV) Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.

C. Christ came to bring about reconciliation between God and man, by removing the sin that demanded God’s justice and made it impossible for reconciliation to be accomplished.




2 Timothy 2:5-6 (NKJV) For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time,




Colossians 1:19-22 (NKJV) For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight.
II. Peacemaking Can Be Dangerous Work. 


A. Peacemakers must intentionally place themselves into a hostile environment, where they themselves stand the risk of being targeted. 




Matthew 10:22 (NKJV) And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved.




Matthew 10:34-39 (NKJV) “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. 35 For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’; 36 and ‘a man’s enemies will be those of his own household.’ 37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 39 He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.”
· Jesus is simply stating the obvious. The nature of Christ and His Kingdom stand in direct opposition to the fallen world.



John 18:36 (NKJV) Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; (Judeans) but now My kingdom is not from here.”




Ephesians 2:1-2 (Amp) And you [He made alive when you] were [spiritually] dead and separated from Him because of your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you once walked. You were following the ways of this world [influenced by this present age], in accordance with the prince of the power of the air (Satan), the spirit who is now at work in the disobedient [the unbelieving, who fight against the purposes of God].
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